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Formulating good research questions



NOT EASY!!!! “Creating a research question is a task. Good research questions are 

formed and worked on, and are rarely simply found. You start with what interests you, and you refine 
it until it is workable.”



STEP 1: CHOOSING A TOPIC

You probably have a topic/topics in mind

ASK YOURSELF: 

Are you genuinely interested in knowing more about your topic? 

WRITE DOWN YOUR BROAD TOPIC:

Outcome oriented chaplaincy 



STEP 2: DO SOME RESEARCH 

• Do some research on your broad topic:
• Search concepts? 
• Online, in books, in journals, …
• What has been done already? What issues have been tackled? 
• Are there areas that not have been covered?  Is there a research 

question worth replicating? 
• What types of studies are done? Literature review, mapping, case 

studies, qualitative, quantitative, longitudinal, …

• You go to an online resource
• https://scholar.google.be/

• Map the issues and write down questions that arise in you

https://scholar.google.be/


STEP 3: CONSIDER YOUR AUDIENCE 

• Who will benefit from your research? Who will get more information? 
What will your research change and for whom? 

• Write down your answer: 

Chaplains will benefit from knowing more about the difference 
they make. Managers will too. But most of all patients will 
receive better spiritual care because it will be more focused on 
their needs and resources. 



STEP 4: ASK QUESTIONS

• After defining a broad topic and doing some prelimenary research, ask 
yourself open ended “how” and “why” questions:

How does spiritual care impact the care for patients with 
kidney failure? 



STEP 5: EVALUATE YOUR QUESTIONS 

• Are they good research questions?
• “ Is your research question clear? With so much research available on any 

given topic, research questions must be as clear as possible in order to be 
effective in helping the writer direct his or her research

• Is your research question focused? Research questions must be specific 
enough to be well covered in the space available.

• Is your research question complex? Research questions should not be 
answerable with a simple “yes” or “no” or by easily-found facts. They should, 
instead, require both research and analysis on the part of the writer. They 
often begin with “How” or “Why.””

• “Is your research question too broad or too narrow? 

• Is it researchable regarding time frame, resources and methodology?”



STEP 5
• How does spiritual care impact the care for patients with kidney 

failure?
• Clear? No

• How does spiritual care provided by chaplains impact the care for patients with kidney 
failure? 

• Focused? No
• How does spiritual care provided by chaplains impact the care for patients with kidney 

failure during their dialysis treatment? 

• Complex? Yes
• The answer takes more researching and analysing than ‘by being present’

• Too broad? Yes
• How does spiritual care provided by chaplains impact the care for patients with kidney 

failure on a transplant list during their dialysis treatment? 



STEP 6: START RESEARCH

• “Begin your research. After you’ve come up with a question, think 
about the possible paths your research could take. What sources 
should you consult as you seek answers to your question? What 
research process will ensure that you find a variety of perspectives 
and responses to your question?”



SOURCES

• https://writingcenter.gmu.edu/guides/how-to-write-a-research-
question

• https://cirt.gcu.edu/research/developmentresources/tutorials/questi
on

• http://www.socscidiss.bham.ac.uk/research-question.html

https://writingcenter.gmu.edu/guides/how-to-write-a-research-question
https://cirt.gcu.edu/research/developmentresources/tutorials/question
http://www.socscidiss.bham.ac.uk/research-question.html

