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Objectives

• Study design

• Some research is better…

• Describe a research hierarchy

• Research to practice pipeline

• Critique a research hierarchy 
(Anshelm’s Ontological proof)

• The best chaplain study design?



The research process
Idea

Lit review

Design study

Write protocol

Get funding

Ethics

Get data

Analyse

Implications

Disseminate



Some research is better than 

other research…
Dear Snowden A

Greetings!

We get to know your valuable article with the title Emotional 

intelligence among nursing students: Findings from a cross-

sectional study. which has been published in Nurse 

education today, and the topic of the paper has impressed 

us a lot.

The paper has attracted attention from scholars specializing 

in Caring; Emotional intelligence; Nursing; Psychometrics; 

Recruitment; Retention.

Dr.Austyn Snowden

Greetings of the day!!

We would like to invite you to attend/Participate in “International Congress 
on Nursing & Healthcare -2020”

Organized by Reinnmeet Conferences, slated to be held 

from March 29th&30th 2020 at Rome, Italy.

Reinnmeet Conferences is a non-funding organization, having collaboration 

with MDPI Health care Journal located in Switzerland to publish the presented 

papers at no cost for speakers attending the conferences. It’s a privilege to 

invite all health care leaders, professors, academicians, researchers all around 

to join with us for our upcoming Conference. The time for each speaker would 

be 20 min which includes presentation and interactive session. We assure that 

you find the conference informative and worthwhile.

Dear Dr. Austyn Snowden,

Greetings from the Journal of Practical and 

Professional Nursing!

We have contacted you by email before, and 

since we did not have the pleasure of your 

ensuring correspondence, we are taking the 

liberty of resending the mail.

We would like to invite you to submit a 

manuscript on a special topic “Innovations in 

Nursing” for publication in an Special issue of 

the Journal of Practical and Professional 

Nursing.

http://www.heraldopenaccess.us/journals/Practical-&-Professional-Nursing/


Some research is better than 

other research…



Against quackery

Goldacre, B. (2009). Bad Science. London: 

Harper perennial.



A real research hierarchy
Risk of bias

Causality



Sys reviews & meta analyses

Critically appraised topics

Critically appraised articles

RCT

Cohort/Observational studies

Case series

Anecdote, 'expert' opinion

Slightly more reliable but 

there is a potential for bias 

in recalling information and 

the quality may be affected 

if the information is 

collected retrospectively.

Observational studies are good 

at answering questions about 

prognosis, diagnosis, frequency 

and aetiology but not questions 

regarding the effect of an 

intervention

Randomised Controlled Trials are 

able to quantify the effects of 

intervention hence they are higher 

up the pyramid than Cohort 

studies 

Increasing reliability of findings. A 

synopsis is the evidence of an 

individual article with an expert 

telling you its strengths. This is 

less reliable than Critically 

Appraised Topics as there is less 

evidence on single articles than 

in a synthesis of a topic using 

several papers.

Very high reliability. Synthesising

research publications entails the 

categorising of a series of related 

studies, analysing and interpreting 

their findings and then summarising

those findings in to unified statements. 

The potential lack of standardisation

can undermine the validity

The most reliable of all. 

Systematic reviews, and Meta-

analyses, of primary research 

into human health care and 

health policy are recognised

internationally as the highest 

standard in evidence-based care

GOBSAT



Research to practice pipeline

•Glasziou and Haynes Evidence-Based Nursing 2005; 8:36-38



Research
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No 
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Well that’s all lovely…

• What’s this got to do with chaplains?

• Should chaplains be conducting meta-

analyses?

• What’s the best method for chaplain 

research?



“Chaplain” AND “Systematic 

review” AND “Meta-analysis”:
Galek K, Flannelly KJ, Jankowski KRB, Handzo GF. A Methodological Analysis of Chaplaincy 

Research: 2000–2009. Journal of Health Care Chaplaincy. 2011;17(3/4):126-145. 

doi:10.1080/08854726.2011.616167.

Shields L, Huaqiong Zhou, Taylor M, Hunter J, Munns A, Watts R. Family-centred care for 

hospitalised children aged 0-12 Years: A systematic review of quasi-experimental studies. JBI 

Library of Systematic Reviews. 2012;10(39):2559-2592. 

Shields L, Huaqiong Zhou. Family-centred care for hospitalised children aged 0-12 Years: A 

systematic review of quasi-experimental studies. JBI Library of Systematic Reviews. 2011;9:1-

18. 

Mueller PS, Plevak DJ, Rummans TA. Religious involvement, spirituality, and medicine: 

implications for clinical practice. Mayo Clinic Proceedings. 2001;76(12):1225-1235. 

Candy B, Jones L, Varagunam M, Speck P, Tookman A, King M. Spiritual and religious 

interventions for well-being of adults in the terminal phase of disease. Cochrane Database of 

Systematic Reviews. 2012;(5):N.PAG. 

Reynolds N, Mrug S, Wolfe K, Schwebel D, Wallander J. Spiritual coping, psychosocial 

adjustment, and physical health in youth with chronic illness: a meta-analytic review. Health 

Psychology Review. 2016;10(2):226-243. 

Mowat H, Mutch A. The Efficacy of Health Care Chaplaincy in the acute care setting: A 

Systematic Review. JBI Library of Systematic Reviews. 2007;5:1-16. 



Best chaplain research?

• EBSCO: “Chaplain” AND “Systematic 

review” OR “Meta-analysis”:

• 47 papers. Best?:



Timmins et al. 2018

• Overall the extent of the provision and 

staffing of chaplaincy service 

internationally is unclear. From this review, 

several key spiritual and pastoral roles in 

healthcare emerge including a potential 

contribution to ethical decision making at 

the end of life.



Poncin, et al. (2019).
Reviewed theoretical and empirical research led by 

chaplains and theologians between 2000 and 2018. 

199 publications, analyzed for methodology, topic, and 

results. 

five key areas of the literature: 

1. chaplains’ practices, 

2. spirituality, 

3. research, 

4. impact, and 

5. healthcare professionals’ practices of spiritual care. 

Publications would benefit from greater conceptual 

clarity, common research standards, and more critical 

research designs. 





Quantitative v qualitative

Qualitative Quantitative

Methods Observation Experiment

Question What is? How many?

Reasoning Inductive Deductive

Sampling Theoretical Statistical

Strength Validity Reliability



Quantitative v qualitative

• Experimental

• Laboratory-like 

control

• Logical Positivism

• Field research

• Ethnography or 

phenomenology

• Constructivist



Reductionist v Constructivist

• Seeks facts and 

causes apart from 

individual states

• How is experience 

shaped by the world?

• Seeks to understand 

a phenomenon from 

within an individual’s 

state of being

• How is the world 

experienced?



Deductive v Inductive

• Variables are 

conceived a priori

• Research 

question/Hypothesis 

comes first

• No preconceived 

assumptions/ 

suspend your beliefs

• Patterns emerged 

from the collected 

data after the fact



Role of researcher

• Researcher’s 

judgement essential 

before and after

• Researcher should be 

“absent” during 

experiment

• Researcher “becomes 

the instrument”

• Tries to suspend any 

predispostions and 

assume it is being 

experienced for the 

“first time”



Science v Art?

• Quantitative Approach

• Once you understand 

the basic rules, 

anyone can do it

• Qualitative Approach

• Takes a lot of practice 

to do it well.



Anselm’s ontological argument

1) God is the greatest possible being which 
can be conceived (thought) of.

2) God may exist either in the mind alone, 
or in reality as well.

3) Something which exists in reality and in 
the mind is greater than something which 
exists just as an idea in the mind alone.

Conclusion:

4) God must exist in reality and in the mind 
(or we have not thought of the greatest 
possible being).



Paradigm Positivist Austynist Constructivist

Ontology There is a true version of 

events

I have no idea what’s 

going on, and neither does 

anyone else

The world is co-created by 

its participants

Epistemology Facts and Numbers Experience Stories and Texts

Method Experiment Scepticism Interpretation

Axiology Objectivity Practical fatalism Political/moral

Quality beacon Statistical demonstration 

of correlation and 

causality

Hilarity Complex and disputed, 

but includes ethics, 

parsimony

Philosophical limitations of paradigms

(Paley 2011, Anshelm 1100) 

Paradigm Positivist Constructivist

Ontology There is a true version of 

events

The world is co-created by 

its participants

Epistemology Facts and Numbers Stories and Texts

Method Experiment Interpretation

Axiology Objectivity Political/moral

Quality beacon Statistical demonstration 

of correlation and 

causality

Complex and disputed, 

but includes ethics, 

parsimony



Exposing assumptions

• Research hierarchies historically 

presuppose positivism.

• This doesn’t always work, even when 

synthesising positivist papers

• Sometimes the best research is not 

objective eg Steve Nolan & George Fitchett: 

case studies

• No more ‘premature experimentation’ 

…(Troachim, 2008)



Learning to DO research is a 

practical endeavour

• Research identifies patterns

• Chaplain research identifies patterns in 

order to make services better

• Services would be better improved if 

research were more pertinent to real world 

problems, more accessible, less complex, 

and ethical. 

• This is a pragmatic position



Summary

• Research hierarchies are important, but:

• Research hierarchies entail implicit 

assumptions about paradigms

• Paradigms can entail paradoxical 

presuppositions

• More sophisticated research recognises 

the importance of asking the best 

question. 



Reading
Murad, M. H., Alsawas, M., Asi, N., & 

Alahdab, F. (2015). The new evidence 

pyramid. Newsletter of the International 

Society for Evidence-Based Health 

Care, 21(21st Newsletter Edition), 8–9. 

https://doi.org/10.1136/ebmed

Ingham-Broomfield, R. J. (2016). A nurses’ 

guide to the hierarchy of research 

designs and evidence. Australian 

Journal of Advanced Nursing, 33(3), 

38–43. Retrieved from 

http://www.ajan.com.au/vol33/issue3/5b

roomfield.pdf



Advanced Reading
Paley, J. (2011). The fictionalist paradigm. 

Nursing Philosophy, 12, 53–66. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1466-

769X.2010.00470.

Morgan, D. L. (2007). Paradigms lost and 

pragmatism regained. Journal of Mixed 

Methods Research, 1(1), 48–76.  

http://mmr.sagepub.com/content/1/1/48.

short


